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Abstract 
Purpose 
The aim of the study is to question whether this plan, which was signed by Henri Prost and showing 
the settlements between Beşiktaş and Bebek on the European side of the Bosphorus in detail and 
explains them in cross-sections, is implemented or not, and to reveal the effect of the plan on the 
formation of current state of the Bosphorus coasts. In the study, which decisions are taken during 
the planning process are also questioned. 
Design/Methodology/Approach 
In the study, the city centers of Beşiktaş, Ortaköy, Arnavutköy, Kuruçeşme, Bebek and the 
settlements between them and the conditions of the coastal road before, in and after 1939 are 
examined with the help of maps and aerial photographs. With the aerial photographs that have 
survived until today, the physical change of the urban texture over time and its current situation 
are also revealed.  
Findings 
As a result of the examination, it was determined that most of the plan, which was approved in 
1939, was implemented between 1956-1958, during the Menderes period. In this process, many 
settlements lost their original urban texture, historical structures, and architectural identities. It 
can be said that the seeds of the pile road, which was built during the Dalan period and cut the 
connection of the mansions with the sea, was planted with this plan. It was also possible to obtain 
some clues about the planning approach of the Prost period from this plan. Accordingly, it can be 
listed as opening squares, turning dead-end streets into streets, widening the streets, and cleansing 
industrial-related spaces from the coastline. The fact that these plan decisions are encountered in 
other regions of Istanbul during the Prost period, suggests that although Prost did not draw the 
1939 plan, it had a share in its design. 
Research Limitations/Implications 
Due to the lack of a clear aerial photograph or map after 1939 until 1955, the year in which the 
changes foreseen in this plan were applied could not be determined clearly, and the time interval 
was stated. 
Originality/Value 
This plan, being one of the first steps of the Bosphorus coastal regulations on the European side, is 
an original document that has not been evaluated in previous research. This plan was drawn when 
Henri Prost was working as an urban planning specialist in the Istanbul Municipality Zoning 
Directorate and it bears the signature of Prost's approval. 
 
Keywords: Bosphorus, coastal road, Henri Prost, urban texture, Menderes 

mailto:sezgi.giray.kucuk@msgsu.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4556-4331


Sezgi Giray Küçük 
 

 

55 

D
O

I: 
10

.1
53

20
/I

CO
NA

RP
.2

02
0.

14
3 

INTRODUCTION 
In the historical perspective, Istanbul, like all Islamic cities, has the 
appearance of a spontaneous city, in other words, an unplanned city 
(Kuban, 1996). In time, due to fires and earthquakes, the buildings were 
demolished and the plan of Istanbul was renewed as a grid system 
regionally. In the 19th century, the first planned studies on the urban 
plans of Istanbul began. Map studies initiated during the 2nd Mahmut 
period (1808-1839) are indicative of the transition of Istanbul to the 
planned development period. The first map was drawn to Helmuth Von 
Moltke by the Ottoman State. Moltke was sent to Istanbul in 1835 by the 
Prussian government as a consultant to the Ottoman army. During his 
stay in Istanbul, he prepared a zoning plan alongside the map. This 
study, which could be considered as the first zoning plan in the whole 
city scale in the Ottoman Empire, maintained its effect for a while and at 
least created an acceleration that continues its effect for similar studies 
in Istanbul today (Beydilli, 2005). However, the proposals prepared 
without coming to Istanbul were prepared by ignoring the Istanbul 
topography consisting of hills and valleys, they couldn’t form a holistic 
plan (Akpınar, 2014). In 1933 Herman Elgötz from Germany, Alfred 
Agache and J.H. Lambert from France was invited for urban problems. It 
is seen that the reports they prepared as a result of their investigations 
are aimed at general level and urban transportation problems (Salman, 
2004). Their recommendations in areas such as growth, transportation, 
historic preservation and the creation of regions have not been 
implemented, but their reports have survived to the present day (Çelik, 
2015). Dr. Ing. M. Wagner’s work titled “Plan of Istanbul and its 
environs” is based on environmental analyzes and emphasizes the 
necessity of protecting agricultural lands. This plan proposal was not 
adopted.  
In 1936, the Municipality of Istanbul called on Henri Prost, the chief 
urbanist of Paris, to prepare Istanbul’s master plan. Prost have made 
plans, sketches, projects and proposals about Ayasofya, Atmeydanı, 
Archeology Park, Atatürk Boulevard, Fatih and Taksim Squares, Beyoğlu 
neighborhood, Bedesten Metro stop, Grand Bazaar and Eminönü Square. 
He also has studies about the road system. Atatürk Boulevard, Yenikapı-
Aksaray road, Millet Street, the coastal road along the coasts of the 
Marmara Sea and the Golden Horn, Yenikapı-Yeşilköy airport road are 
among these studies (Gül, 2013). In addition to these, Prost has also 
made some studies on the planning of the Bosphorus, one of the 
historical and culturally valuable areas of Istanbul.  
Bosphorus which was opened to settlement after the conquest of 
Istanbul, became a suburb of the city in the 19th century. With the 
establishment of the Republic in 1923, its population increased, its 
urban texture changed in relation to the planning and urban 
development of Istanbul. In this process, the coasts of the Bosphorus 
started to be preferred for permanent residential use (Aysu, 1989). This 
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situation led to an increase in population density and planning studies 
in these areas. Prost's work on the Bosphorus coincides with this period. 
In the 1/5000 scale master plan report completed by Prost in October 
1937 and approved in 1939, it was proposed about Bosphorus, only to 
remove the warehouses and industrial establishments on the coast 
(Prost, 1938). Prost then discussed the planning of the settlements 
along the Bosphorus, dealing with this from 1939 to 1948 (Bilsel, 2010). 
He delivered the development plan in 1948. According to this plan, 
mansions, which are unique to the Bosphorus, are architectural heritage 
buildings and their protection is also important. Prost showed a 
planning approach that emphasizes sea, green texture and mansions, in 
Beşiktaş, Beylerbeyi, Kuruçeşme, Arnavutköy, Bebek, in its reports. 
According to Prost, white colour should be used for palaces and 
mansions in the Bosphorus whereas the other buildings should be red, 
yellow, gray according to the traditions. These structures should be 
carefully planned by trained architects in order not to damage the view 
of the Bosphorus. Prost’s proposal is a realistic and less interventionist 
approach that aims to protect the urban texture consisting of houses 
and historic mansions along the coasts of the Bosphorus with its 
historicist and conservative approach (Coşkun, 2017). Prost stated that 
the upper and lower cornices should be planned alongside the coastal 
road in order to create alternatives to the coastal road which is the only 
way to reach the Bosphorus villages. He envisions a triple cornice model 
inspired by the Côte de Variose regulations in France on the Bosphorus 
(Salman, 2004). 
Another contribution of Prost to the studies on the Bosphorus, is the 
1/2000 scale plan approved in 1939 (Figure 1). This plan was drawn up 
in October 1938 approved and signed by Henri Prost in December 1938 
on condition that the two regions (Ortaköy and Beşiktaş) are revised 
again, and in June 1939, the same regions were approved by the zoning 
manager. The plan is about the arrangement of the coastal settlements 
in the European side of Istanbul, from Beşiktaş to Bebek, their nearby 
surroundings and the coastal road (Atatürk Library, Hrt_006246). 
Although it covers a large area, a detailed planning has been made for 
each settlement. In the plan, existing streets, squares, building blocks, 
green areas, monumental structures are drawn, and the structures 
planned to be built are expressed with writing. The plan has been made 
more defined by supporting contour lines and sections. The planned 
changes are indicated with red lines on the plan used as a base. This 
original plan, which has not been the subject of any publication until 
today, has been the starting point of this study. In this study, the issues 
taken into account in the design of the mentioned plan are tried to be 
revealed. It is questioned whether this plan was implemented, in what 
period it was implemented, and how this planning affects the urban 
identity of the region. Accordingly, an answer is sought to the question 
of what the share of the plan in the formation of the present-day 
Bosphorus coastline is. 
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Information about the planning of the Bosphorus is generally available 
in publications on the planning and reconstruction of Istanbul (Doğusan, 
2004; İstanbul'un kitabı, 1957; Tekeli, 2009; Ünsal, 1968) or directly in 
publications related to the planning of the Bosphorus (Yıldız et al., 2018; 
Salman, 2004; Salman & Kuban, 2006; Diker et al., 2008; Ergen, 2005). 
However, in publications directly related to the planning of the 
Bosphorus, it generally emphasizes the post-1950 period when the 
threats related to the protection of the Bosphorus due to the density of 
the population, and generally examines the role of laws in the change of 
the region. Prost period Istanbul plans were also investigated in the 
study. Many researchers such as Akpınar (2010), Bilsel (2010), Bilsel & 
Zelef (2011), Cansever (1994), Coşkun (2017), Enlil (2011), Gül & Lamb 
(2004), Suher (1993), Uluengin & Turan (2005), Uluskan (2007), Tekeli 
(1993) have worked on this issue. However, the map that constitutes 
the subject of this study has not been found among these publications. 
Besides, there are publications examining the physical change of 
Bosphorus villages in the study area. In the context of historical 
development, urban change and transformation and protection of 
historical regions, Arnavutköy (Ünal, 2011; Ansel, 2016), Beşiktaş 
(Gökyay, 2009; Özsoydan, 2018; Metin, 2010; Üresin, 2019), Kuruçeşme 
and Ortaköy (Atalan, 2008) has been the subject of many publications. 
However, there is no publication that collectively deals with the change 
of settlements between Beşiktaş and Bebek. 
In the study, Beşiktaş, Ortaköy, Kuruçeşme, Arnavutköy, Bebek and the 
areas between them are examined under individual headings and 
analysed in three stages: the situation before the 1939 plan, the 1939 
plan and after.  
The physical change of the region was tried to be determined by 
comparing the maps and aerial photographs. Firstly, information about 
the pre-1939 situation of the region was obtained from the old maps 
which the oldest one dated 1793. Some of the maps used in the work are 
involving the entire Bosphorus are undetailed and they are indicating 
whether there are settlements in the region or not. Some of them are 
detailed maps up to the parcel. After identifying the urban texture 
before 1939 by maps, what was foreseen to change in the 1939 plan was 
revealed. These were usually building blocks sizes, street types, street 
and avenue widths. It was then compared with the first map or aerial 
photograph available after 1939, to determine whether this proposal 
had been implemented until that date. It has been tried to determine 
whether the region has undergone any changes by comparing it with the 
later aerial photographs. With the aerial photographs that have survived 
until today, the change of the urban texture in time and its current 

Figure 1. 1939 plan showing 
the settlements between 
Beşiktaş and Bebek and the 
coastal road. 
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situation are also revealed. In short, the study questions the periods of 
changes in urban settlements. 
From 1936 to 26 December 1950, Prost worked as an urbanism 
specialist at the Istanbul Municipality Development Directorate. He was 
dismissed by the Democratic Party, which won the local elections with a 
great victory after the 1950 general elections. Between 1950 and 1956, 
Turkish planners undertook the revision of the Prost Plan. Then, in 1956 
Prime Minister Adnan Menderes personally directed the reconstruction 
of the city. In the following four years, until the military coup of May 27, 
1960, intensive road construction, street widening, demolition of old 
buildings and construction of new ones continue (Akpınar, 2010), so an 
irreversible urban change took place in Istanbul. Afterwards, these 
demolitions continued in the period of Bedrettin Dalan between 1984 
and 1989. 
 
ANALYSIS OF THE SETTLEMENTS BETWEEN BEŞIKTAŞ AND BEBEK, 
IN THE BOSPHORUS COASTAL ROAD PLAN DATED 1939 
Istanbul is a unique city with the Bosphorus that divides the city into 
two. For this reason, Bosphorus settlements also have a special 
importance. The settlements, which were the Bosphorus villages of the 
1930s, are the favorite districts of Istanbul today. These settlements are 
included in general maps describing Istanbul or the Bosphorus or on 
more detailed maps drawn on the basis of regions (Figure 2). 
 

 
 
T. Mollo map dated 1793-1802 (Figure 3a), Benar Sampierdarena Oliver 
map dated 1800 (Figure 3b), M. Bourgoulou map dated 1803 (Figure 
4a), 1894-95 dated map in Atatürk Library (Hrt_Gec_000006) (Figure 
4b), Nedjib map dated 1918 (Figure 4c) and Mamboury map dated 1929 
(Figure 5) are the general maps used in this study about Istanbul and 
Bosphorus. 
 

Figure 2. Bosphorus villages 
in the current aerial photo 
and study area. 
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Beşiktaş 
Beşiktaş having a deep-rooted history, has been included in many maps 
from past to present. In the Mollo map dated 1793-1802, the Sultan's 
Palace is the only structure took place in Beşiktaş (Figure 3a). Beşiktaş 
can be seen on the map of Dolmabahçe, which was prepared in 1834 in 
Mühendishane (Figure 6a). However, it was realized that the traces on 
the map did not coincide with the current traces on building blocks-road 
basis, and it was assumed that a precise drawing could not be made 
during this period (Gökyay, 2009). An important information learned 
from this map is the coastline trail. Compared to the current map, it is 
understood that the coast is quite filled. In the map dated 1882, Sinan 
Pasha Bath, Valide Mosque on the north of Beşiktaş Street and three 
docks on the coast can be seen. The coastline on this map is similar to 
that of 1834 (Figure 6b). 
Althought Gökyay says 1894 Moltke map shows that the river in 
Beşiktaş reaches the Bosphorus (Figure 7a), in 1882 map the river can 
not be seen. This river dried up in the 19th century and was filled during 
the construction of Akaretler (Gökyay, 2009). In the 1914 dated Alman 
Mavileri maps, streets and the monumental buildings is highlighted. The 
monumental buildings shown in this map are Sinan Pasha Mosque, 
tramway station, police station, the Barbaros Hayrettin Pasha Tomb, the 
Sinan Pasha Fountain, the Yedi-Sekiz Hasan Pasha Tomb, and the 
Beşiktaş Dock (Figure 7b). The 1918 Nedjib map includes the building 

 

Figure 3.  
a) 1793-1802 dated T. Mollo 
map  
b) Benar Sampierdarena 
Oliver map, 1800’s, (Atalan, 
2015). 
 

Figure 4.  
a) 1803 dated M. Bourgoulou 
map (Atalan, 2015)  
b) 1894-95 dated Istanbul 
and Bosphorus map, 
(Atatürk Library, 
Hrt_Gec_000006)  
c) 1918 dated Necip map.  
 

Figure 5. 1929 dated 
Mamboury map. 
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blocks, streets and their names, green areas and buildings (Figure 7c). 
The 1922 Jacques Pervititch map contains a lot of detail on a parcel 
basis and is the most detailed map used in the study (Figure 8a). 
According to this map, there are various docks and their buildings on 
the coast, including the Beşiktaş ferry dock. To the west of ferry dock, 
there is a material warehouse of Atlas company, its dock and one-storey 
wooden sheds, a firewood dock, a custom and a two-storey masonry 
building. To the east of the ferry dock there is a straw dock, sand 
storage, lime storages and wooden sheds. On Beşiktaş street, there are 
two storey shops, cinema, central police station, Municipality building, 
Barbaros Hayrettin Pasha and Yedi-Sekiz Hasan Pasha tombs. Towards 
Dolmabahçe Palace, on the coast there are wooden mansions and their 
docks, with their gardens at the back, horse stables, warehouses, there is 
a complex and adjacent structuring (Figure 8a). In the map of Rumeli 
Ciheti (2005), dated 1924, only the streets and monumental buildings 
are shown, as in the Alman Mavileri map. The street boundaries are the 
same as the Alman Mavileri map, but fewer monumental structures such 
as Sinan Pasha Mosque and Fountain and Barbaros Hayrettin Pasha 
Tomb are shown this map (Figure 8b).  
 

  
  

 
        

 
 
According to the map approved in 1939 where the change of centers on 
the coast was planned, the coastline is planned as a smooth line (Figure 
9). To implement this, it has been proposed to increase the triple of 
Hayrettin Dock Street parallel to the coast and on the west of Beşiktaş 
Ferry Dock. Mahkeme dead end street, parallel to Hayrettin Dock Street, 

Figure 6.  
a) Beşiktaş in “Dolmabahçe 
and surroundings” map, 
prepared by Mühendishane 
(schools of engineers), 1834 
(Çetintaş, 2005). 
b) Istanbul map, 1882. 
 

Figure 7. Beşiktaş in  
a) Moltke map, 1894 
(Çetintaş, 2005)  
b) Alman Mavileri, 1914.  
c) Necip map, 1918, (SALT 
Online Archive, access code: 
APLNEDOT02A) 

Figure 8. Beşiktaş in  
a) Jacques Pervititch map, 
1922 (the notes on the aerial 
photos are written by the 
author). 
b) Rumeli Ciheti map, 1924. 
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was transformed into a normal street and increased to approximately 
twice the width. The street, which is connected to the Beşiktaş Ferry 
Dock remains on the central axis, squares has been created in the east 
and west. In the west, the streets in the area where Barbaros Hayrettin 
Pasha's tomb is located and a few dead-end streets in the east have been 
removed. Streets at different angles in Beşiktaş are arranged 
perpendicular to the beach. Beşiktaş-Ortaköy Street (also known as 
Dolmabahçe Street and Beşiktaş Street) has been almost doubled to 25 
meters, and it is planned to end with straight lines. In the north of this 
street, the organic textured streets around Sinan Pasha Mosque were 
removed and instead a new avenue as wide as a main street (today's 
Barbaros Boulevard) was planned to be opened. The Serencebey slope 
to the east of it also has been almost doubled. This zoning plan was 
approved in 1939, provided that the area within the ABCD was re-
studied (Figure 9). However, no plan was identified that those etude 
studies done.  
Ünsal (1968) published a photo showing the just opened Beşiktaş 
square (Figure 10). The applied version of the regulations in the 1939 
plan can be seen in this photo. However, the fact that the photo was 
dated in 1938 contradicts the 1939 approval date of the plan. It is 
thought that the date of photo is after 1939. In another photograph 
dated 1943, Beşiktaş square is seen again. (Figure 11). 
 

 
 

  
 

Figure 9. The plan of 1939 
was approved on condition 
that the ABCD area should be 
re-studied (Atatürk Library, 
Hrt_006246) (the notes on 
the aerial photos are written 
by the author). 

Figure 10. Just opened 
square in Beşiktaş, 1938 
(Ünsal, 1968) (the notes on 
the aerial photos are written 
by the author). 
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In Istanbul's transportation system proposal plan, which was prepared 
by Prost in 1940, the coastal road, Barbaros Boulevard and Beşiktaş 
square were marked in the Bosphorus region. This shows that the 
biggest change in the Bosphorus is foreseen in Beşiktaş (Figure 12).  
The oldest map obtained after 1939, Bülent Tuvalo's 1955 map of 
Istanbul (Figure13) shows that the square was opened against Beşiktaş 
Ferry Dock while the other regions of Beşiktaş, the street texture has not 
changed.  
 

  
 

  
  
Beside the square, urban texture of Beşiktaş, changed considerably 
between the years 1956-1958 in the reconstruction arrangements of the 
Menderes period, and many historical buildings were destroyed in this 
process. In 1956, while Beşiktaş Avenue was enlarged, the bath, 

Figure 11. Beşiktaş Square 
in 1943 (Daver, Resmon and 
Günay, 1943). 
 

Figure 12. 1940 dated 
Istanbul transportation 
system proposal by Prost, 
Bosphorus part. 
 

Figure 13. Bülent Tuvalo 
map, 1955 (SALT Online 
Archive, access code: 
APLBTISTNDX01) (the notes 
on the aerial photos are 
written by the author). 
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fountain, and clock room (Muvakkithane) of the Sinan Pasha Complex 
and Hacı Ahmed Ağa Fountain were also destroyed (Figure 14). The 
bath was built as a part of Sinan Pasha Complex, across the road, 
southwest of the mosque. The complex, dated 1555, was built by Mimar 
Sinan for Kaptan-ı Derya Sinan Pasha.  The location of the bath was at 
the corner of Beşiktaş Street and Hayrettin Dock Street. Sinan Pasha 
Bath was also known as Köprübaşı Bath because it was located at the 
head of bridge which was on the Beşiktaş river dried in the late 19th 
century. It was built as a double bath (Kuban, 1994). Köprübaşı Bath, 
which is one of the most beautiful examples of the classical period 
Ottoman baths in Istanbul, was demolished with the decision of “High 
Council of Monuments” with the thought it does not have any artistic 
value. The demolition of historical buildings has caused great damage to 
Beşiktaş's historical texture (Doğusan, 2004). 
 

 
  
Within the scope of the reconstruction of the Menderes period, between 
1956 and 1958, Barbaros Boulevard, which divides the settlement into 
two, ignores the existing texture and connects Beşiktaş to Zincirlikuyu, 
was opened and thus the neighborhood lost many cultural assets. 
Approximately 270 buildings were expropriated in order to open the 50 
meters wide Barbaros Boulevard and this boulevard is also intended as 
the port on the European side of the Bosphorus Bridge in 1973. This 
boulevard is also intended as the junction point of the Bosphorus Bridge 
on the European side (Doğusan, 2004). 
The changes made during the Menderes period can be seen in the 1966 
aerial photo (Figure 15a). It is noteworthy that many of the 
arrangements in the 1939 plan were implemented during the Menderes 
period. In addition to Beşiktaş Street and Barbaros Boulevard, as 
suggested in 1939, the avenue descending to Beşiktaş Dock was 
enlarged and the area to the west of this avenue was arranged and 
Barbaros Hayrettin Pasha monument was added. During this process, 
the Governor's Office, tobacco warehouses on the coast and other 
warehouses and buildings were expropriated. However, as in the 1939 
plan, the street in the west of the building block was not arranged 
perpendicular to the coast and the existing street contours were 
preserved. Mahkeme dead end street was completely abolished. The 
east of the street descending to the dock was destroyed in 1966 to 
create another square. In 1970 aerial photo, this region is also arranged. 
In 1982 aerial photo, a road was passed through the region and 

Figure 14. Historical 
buildings in Beşiktaş on the 
Pervititch map (the notes on 
the map are written by the 
author). 
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connected to Barbaros Boulevard (Figure 15b). Aerial photo of 2011 
shows that the historical Tobacco Store on Hayrettin Street has been 
converted into a hotel.  
Nowadays center of Beşiktaş is on the verge of a major transformation. 
With the Beşiktaş Square Project, which has been on the agenda since 
the 1990s, vehicle traffic is planned to be underground and the square is 
planned to be pedestrianized (Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, 
2020). 
 

 
 
The Area Between Beşiktaş and Ortaköy 
In old maps, seen structuring between Beşiktaş and Ortaköy since the 
18th century (Figure 3). The most mentioned of these structures is the 
Çırağan Palace (Figure 5, 12 and 16a). At the end of the 19th century, 
Feriye Palaces were located between Beşiktaş and Ortaköy squares. In 
addition to the palaces, mansions such as Gazi Osman Pasha Mansion 
were located here (Figure 16a). In 1927 Pervititch map, there were 
masonry coal depots and warehouses. Besides them there were Turkish 
girls' schools in the place of Kabataş Erkek High School today (Figure 
16b). Beşiktaş Street, which passes behind the warehouses, consists of 
15 and 10 meters streets at different elevations in the 1939 plan. 
Between these roads, which are separated as departure and arrival, the 
right and left trees are afforested (Figure 17). 

Figure 15.  
a) 1966 aerial photo.   
b) 1982 aerial photo (the 
notes on the aerial photos 
are written by the author). 
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Ortaköy 
In the general maps of the 18th and 19th centuries the most prominent 
structure is the Great Mecidiye Mosque (Ortaköy Mosque). Alman 
Mavileri maps (1914) (Figure 18a) shows only the streets and 
monumental buildings. Ortaköy Alman Mavileri map include dock, 
church, synagogue, many fountains, schools, and Ortaköy Mosque. The 
streets and monumental structures on the Plan d’Ensemble de la Ville de 
Constantinople (1922) (Figure 18b) are almost the same as the 1914 
map. 1927 dated Pervititch map reveals that Dereboyu Street to the east 
of the mosque divides the city texture into two (Figure 19). While the 
west side of this street consists of smaller and adjacent buildings and 
smaller building blocks, there are larger and discrete ordered buildings 
with gardens in the east side.  

Figure 16. The area between 
Beşiktaş and Ortaköy in 
a) 1882 map. 
b) 1927 dated Pervititch 
map (the notes on the maps 
are written by the author). 

Figure 17. In 1939 plan, the 
area between Beşiktaş and 
Ortaköy (on the left) and 
Beşiktaş Street section (on 
the right) (Atatürk Library, 
Hrt_006246). 
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In the case of implementation of 1939 plan for this region, it is seen that 
many streets and building blocks and organic texture will be destroyed 
(Figure 20a). In this plan, Beşiktaş street widened to 25 metres. The 
new streets are planned parallel to the sea and wider. The small streets 
near the Ortaköy Mosque have been destroyed and the mosque is 
located in a larger area, increasing its visibility. As the street expands, a 
Greek church and school, a synagogue and a tobacco store on Ortaköy 
street were demolished. This plan was approved provided that the 
EFGH region was re-studied (Figure 20a). The dock on the beach is not 
available in the 1939 plan. The 1955 Istanbul map shows that these 
proposals are not implemented (Figure 20b). 
 

  
 

 
 
During the Menderes period, various arrangements were planned to be 
made around the Ortaköy Mosque, as suggested by the 1939 plan. The 

 

 

 

Figure 19. In Pervititch map, 
Dereboyu street dividing the 
city texture into two.  
 

Figure 18. Ortaköy in  
a) 1914 dated Alman 
Mavileri map (the notes on 
the map are written by the 
author)  
b) 1922 dated Plan 
d’Ensemble de la Ville de 
Constantinople. 
 

Figure 20. Ortaköy in 
a) 1939 plan (Atatürk 
Library, Hrt_006246)  
b) 1955 dated Bülent Tuvalo 
map (SALT Online Archive, 
access code: 
APLBTISTNDX01).  
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purpose of these arrangements is to ensure that the Ortaköy Mosque 
and Ortaköy Dock can be seen from the enlarged street (İstanbul’un 
kitabı, 1957).  
However, since there are many buildings between the street and the 
mosque, this draft has not been implemented because of the demolition 
of these buildings will cost a lot. In the 1966 aerial photo it is detected 
that, the city texture around the Ortaköy Mosque is same as that seen on 
the Pervititch map (Figure 19). During this period, the coastal road in 
Ortaköy was enlarged by the demolition of the northern walls (Figure 
21). After Ortaköy, the coastal road extending up to Sarıyer has a width 
of 30 meters and casinos, entertainment places and beaches have been 
built along the road in order to gain a touristic appearance (İstanbul’un 
kitabı, 1957). As determined from the aerial photos, a small filling area 
was built in the southeast direction of Ortaköy Mosque between 1966 
and 1970. This filling area still has its limits in 1970 (Figure 22). Today, 
Ortaköy preserves its old texture to a great extent. 
 

 
 

 
 
The Area Between Ortaköy and Kuruçeşme 
The area between Ortaköy and Kuruçeşme has been home to mansions 
since the 17th century. The coastal structure is seen in general maps 
from 1793 to 1918 (Figure 3 and 4). The map dated 1860-1870 includes 
the Saliha Sultan and Esma Sultan Palaces. By the passage of the tram 
road behind the mansions in 1907, their architectural compositions 
consisting of gardens, groves and pavilions were destroyed (Atalan, 
2008). The 1914 Alman Mavileri maps does not show structures, but it 
can be seen how much the distance between the coast and the road 

Figure 21. Ortaköy tram 
street widenings 
(İstanbul’un kitabı, 1957).  
 

Figure 22. Ortaköy Büyük 
Mecidiye Mosque and filling 
area around it, in 1966 (on 
the left) and 2017 (on the 
right) aerial photos.  
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decreased from 1870 to 1914 (Figure 23). Again, on this map, there are 
orphanage (Darüleytam) and a police station near Ortaköy.  
The buildings along the coastline which were the palaces and mansions 
belonging to the Ottoman dynasty and wealthy families, were burned, 
sold, demolished, and some of the lands were exposed.  
It is seen that most of the buildings seen as “Sahilhane” in the 1920s 
were demolished and small sheds constructed instead, then they were 
used as coal depots in 1949s (Atalan, 2008). 1924 dated Rumeli Ciheti 
map shows coal depots on the coast (Figure 24a). On the 1927 dated 
Pervititch map, there are also tobacco stores close to Ortaköy (Figure 
16b). In the 1936 development plan report, it was proposed to remove 
all the warehouses and industrial buildings in the Bosphorus. In the 
zoning plans, the groves and green areas in the Bosphorus were opened 
to low density housing. In the proposals made in 1943, it was stated that 
the coal depots in Kuruçeşme may remain in the same place (Atalan, 
2008). 
 

 
 

 
 
Beşiktaş Street (Ortaköy-Arnavutköy tram street) in 1939 plan is today 
Muallim Naci Street. To the east of Defterdar Mosque, there is “Sıra 
Yalılar Avenue” close to the beach and “Yalı Street” connecting this 
avenue to the north (Figure 25). In the 1939 plan, a green coastline was 
established between Ortaköy and Kuruçeşme, including individual 
buildings. It is proposed that the coal depots close to Kuruçeşme will be 
demolished and turned into green areas. This plan was implemented in 
Menderes period. In 1956-58, the buildings on the coast between 
Kuruçeşme and Arnavutköy were completely removed and the 
continuation of the road was ensured. During this period, it was planned 
to transfer the loading and unloading facilities located on the coast 
between Lido Casino (the place of Reina which is closed until 2017) and 
Kuruçeşme and to evaluate the region as a tourism area. For this 
purpose, casinos, entertainment and bathing areas were planned and 

  

Figure 23. The area between 
Ortaköy and Kuruçeşme in  
a) 1860-1870 dated Istanbul 
map  
b) 1914 dated Alman 
Mavileri map.  
 

Figure 24. The area between 
Ortaköy and Kuruçeşme in 
a) 1924 dated Rumeli Ciheti 
map  
b) 1927 dated Pervititch 
map. 
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implemented. Kuruçeşme Island has been turned into a sports and 
camping area (İstanbul’un kitabı, 1957).  
 

 
  
As seen from the aerial photos, while the building blocks on the west 
side of Kuruçeşme Square consisted of coal depots, parking areas and 
single buildings in 1982, in 2006 facilities such as hotels and restaurants 
were built on the north side of the island. Today, construction works 
continue in place of the collapsed coal depots. Fatma Sultan Mansion, 
which is seen on Pervititch map was demolished in 1960s and today 
there is the foot of the Bosphorus Bridge on its place (Figure 26).  
 

 
 
Kuruçeşme and The Area Between Kuruçeşme and Arnavutköy 
Kuruçeşme has taken its name from the waterless fountain next to the 
mosque built by Tezkireci Osman Efendi. After it was rebuilt by 
Köprülüzade Fazıl Ahmed Pasha's sister in 1682, it continued to use the 
same name. Another fountain was built here by Damat İbrahim Pasha in 
1728-29. Lots of mansions have been built in Kuruçeşme like Tırnakçı 
Mansion, Süreyya Pavilion, Esma Sultan (1763) and Atiye Sultan (1838) 
coastal palaces (Gökbilgin, 1992).  
In the 1918 Nedjib maps, Kuruçeşme is seen as a smaller settlement 
with fewer structures compared to other settlements. The buildings in 
Kuruçeşme is seen in the old general maps (Figure 3) and the map of 
1860-70 (Figure 27). By 1860-70 map, in the 19th century there was 
only a few settlements in the region, and there are three islands in this 
axis in Bosphorus (Figure 27). The island opposite Kuruçeşme Dock is 

 

Figure 25. The area between 
Ortaköy and Kuruçeşme in 
1939 plan (the notes on the 
plan are written by the 
author).  
 
 

Figure 26. 1982, 2006 and 
2017 aerial photos of 
Kuruçeşme coastline (the 
notes on the aerial photos 
are written by the author). 
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Sarkis Bey Island, which is approximately 10.000 m2 in size. It was used 
as a coal depot in the 1900s and later turned into a park (Gökbilgin, 
1992).  
 

  
 
In the 1939 plan, Kuruçeşme is seen with a semi-circular square 
arrangement (Figure 28). It has been proposed that the existing 
Kuruçeşme Ferry Dock be rebuilt as bigger and a large area will be left 
as a square towards the dock. This proposal is quite different to the 
urban texture of Kuruçeşme consisting of organic streets. It has been 
suggested that the coal depots to the east of the Kuruçeşme Ferry Port 
will be demolished and the area will be left as a green area. The 
Kuruçeşme-Arnavutköy tram street is envisaged to be expanded to 25 
meters as it is along the coast. This expansion is planned to be 
completed by filling the sea averagely 11 meters (Figure 28).  
 

      
 
Arnavutköy 
Arnavutköy, taking its name from the Albanians which are the first 
inhabitants of this region, was a very crowded village. Alongside the 
Albanians, Greeks and Jews also resided here and because not taking 
place Muslim people in the 17th century, there was no Muslim religious 
structure in Arnavutköy till 19th century.  
In 1804, a fountain by III. Selim and between 1832 and 1833 Tevfikiye 
Mosque by II. Mahmud was built (Gökbilgin, 1992). 
The map dated 1860-70 shows that the two rivers in Arnavutköy have 
reached the Bosphorus and the settlement started around these rivers. 

Figure 27. Kuruçeşme, 
Arnavutköy and the 
setllement between them in 
the years of 1860-70. 
 
 

Figure 28. Kuruçeşme and 
the area between Kuruçeşme 
and Arnavutköy in the 1939 
plan with its section (the 
notes on the aerial photos 
are written by the author). 
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In 19th century, the buildings were located in two different ways, located 
close to each other or seperately with their gardens (Figure 27).  
As the maps of usually includes historical peninsula and end in Ortaköy, 
Arnavutköy region cannot be seen in many maps. The oldest map could 
be found in this study for this region is dated 1860-70. In this map, it is 
seen that settlement started around a river reaching the Bosphorus. 
While the buildings around the river are parallel to the river and close to 
each other, the buildings which are a little further away are within the 
garden. 1918 Nedjib map shows dock and structures on the coast 
(Figure 29a). 1918 dated Nedjib map shows dock and buildings on the 
beach. 1924 dated Rumeli Ciheti map is quite detailed. Tevfikiye Mosque 
on the coast, Taksiarsis Greek Orthodox Church and Greek school are 
the buildings that are seen on this map and still exist today. The urban 
texture is also very clear on this map. At this date, some of the 
settlements were grid and some were organic textured (Figure 29b).  
      

 
 
In 1939, two piers on the coast and green areas between them and three 
square-shaped building blocks in the west were proposed for this 
region. In addition, the widening of the tram street and the demolition of 
three building blocks during this process are among the suggestions. 
The Aya Dimitros Greek Church, which still exists today, was preserved 
in the 1939 plan. 1966 and 1970 aerial photos show that this plan was 
not applied (Figure 30).  
 

 
 
 

Figure 29. Arnavutköy in 
a) 1918 Necip map  
b) 1924 Rumeli Ciheti map. 
 

Figure 30. Arnavutköy in 
a) 1939 plan  
b) 1966 aerial photo (the 
notes on the plans are 
written by the author). 
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The Area Between Arnavutköy and Bebek 
In 1860 there are some buildings on the coast and a river between 
Arnavutköy and Bebek. Mihrimah Sultan Palace on the map dated 1860 
and a few mansions close to Bebek have been destroyed and the 
buildings between Arnavutköy and Bebek cannot be seen in 1924 
(Figure 31).  
 

  
 
According to the plan of 1939, it was proposed to expand the tram way 
in Arnavutköy (Figure 32). In Akıntıburnu, the solution was dividing the 
road into two and greening the middle of the two roads. It has been 
proposed that the coastal part of this road be expanded by filling the sea. 
The width of the road varies between 19.5-25 meters and the filling area 
ranges between 7.5-11 meters (Figure 32). During the reconstructions 
of Menderes period between 1956 and 1958, a large bund was built on 
the coast between the bend in Akıntıburnu and Bebek. By filling the 
coastal part of the road, the bund was formed and the old building of 
Boğaziçi High School, which coincides with this bund route, was 
destroyed and the surrounding area was enlarged (İstanbul'un kitabı, 
1957) (Figure 33). In 1988, during the reign of Prime Minister Bedrettin 
Dalan, a new road was built by filling the sea in front of the mansions. 
The road, which was built on 720 steel piles, was built with a length of 
1200 meters (Aksu, 2015) (Figure 34). 
 

  
    

Figure 31. The area between 
Arnavutköy and Bebek in 
a) 1860-70 dated map  
b) 1924 Rumeli Ciheti map 
 
 

Figure 32. The area between 
Arnavutköy and Bebek in the 
1939 plan with its section 
(the notes on the aerial 
photos are written by the 
author). 
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Bebek 
Bebek was taken its name from Bebek Çelebi, who was responsible for 
this region during the Ottoman period and had vineyards and gardens in 
the region. The most important and oldest structure in the region was 
Yavuz Sultan Selim's Bebek Pavilion which was built in 16th century. In 
19th century, pavilion demolished, and its area is being used as park of 
Bebek now. The Bebek Mosque, located to the east of the garden, was 
built in the 18th century and later rebuilt by Architect Kemaleddin in the 
20th century (Gökbilgin, 1992). In 1860-70 map, the buildings in Büyük 
Bebek in the south are denser than Küçük Bebek in the north.  And there 
are mansions and the sea bath on the beach.  
Nedjib map dated 1918 shows Prince Halim Pasha Mansion and Valide 
Hidiv Pavilion on Bebek coast (Figure 35). The mansion of Halim Pasha 
was demolished by giving it to a destructor between 1930-1935 (Koçu, 
1961). Valide Hıdiv Pavilion is currently used as Egyptian Consulate. 
In 1939, it was proposed that the tram way in Bebek should be enlarged 
to 25 meters, while the primary school, another building and Bebek 
casino should be demolished, and surroundings of casino should be 
arranged as a green area (Figure 32).  
 

Figure 33.  Removal of 
structures and widening of 
the road in Arnavutköy, 
Akıntıburnu (İstanbul'un 
kitabı, 1957). 
 
 

Figure 34. The road built by 
filling the coast is seen in 
2006 (on the right) when it 
was not seen in 1982 aerial 
photo (on the left) (the notes 
on the aerial photos are 
written by the author). 
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FINDINGS AND THE CONCLUSION 
The following conclusions have been reached in the study, which 
examines the 1939 plan decisions drawn for the planning of the coastal 
road between Beşiktaş and Bebek and the settlements there and 
questions the periods in which this plan was implemented and how the 
urban identities of the regions were affected by this application. 
 
While making plan decisions;  
• Settlement centers and squares were opened to make them more 
visible. 
• Streets were widened, including the coastal road over which the tram 
passes, and dead-end streets turned into streets. However, during this 
process, the integrity of the building blocks was disrupted, some 
monumental buildings were destroyed, and some were tried to be 
preserved. 
• With the coastal arrangements, it is aimed that the coastal line will 
have a smooth line. 
• It is suggested that the coastal line be cleared of warehouses and low-
rise buildings and turned into a green area. 
It is noteworthy that these decisions are the decisions Prost takes into 
consideration in all of its planning (Daver, Resmon and Günay, 1943). 
Most of what was drawn in the plan was implemented, some of it was 
not. When classified according to the implementation periods, it is seen 
that the plan is implemented in the periods below; 
• During the Prost period, who worked as an urban planning 
specialist at the Istanbul Municipality Zoning Directorate between 1936-
1950, when Lütfi Kırdar was the prime minister. 
• During the period of Prime Minister Adnan Menderes between 
1956-1958. 
• During the period of Prime Minister Bedrettin Dalan between 
1984-1989. 
The continuation of the implementation of the Prost plans during the 
Menderes and Dalan periods is also seen in the plans in other regions of 
Istanbul (Tekeli, 1993). 
When it was questioned which practices were used in which settlements 
periodically within the framework of the 1939 Plan and how these 
affected the originality of the settlements, the following conclusions 
were reached: 
 

Figure 35. Bebek coast in 
1918 dated Necip map. 
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During the Prost period; 
• The arrangements specified in the plan have been implemented for 
Beşiktaş Square. In this process, the dead-end streets were removed, the 
streets were expanded, storages, wooden sheds and warehouses were 
demolished. 
 
During the Menderes period; 
•  The coastal road was widened from land or sea fronts, and the 
sea was filled in places. Ortaköy and Arnavutköy-Akıntıburnu are the 
places where the coastal road is mostly intervened. During this period, 
many historical buildings were destroyed. 
•  In Beşiktaş, Barbaros Boulevard was opened, and the street 
leading to Beşiktaş Street, Serencebey Slope and Beşiktaş Pier was 
expanded. During this period, important historical buildings such as the 
bath and fountain of Sinan Pasha complex were also destroyed. With 
these interventions, Beşiktaş is the settlement that has suffered the 
greatest damage both in terms of urban texture and ancient artifacts. 
The changes in Beşiktaş, which is a business center located at the 
intersection of Istanbul's busy streets, continue today. 
•  The loading and unloading facilities on the coast between 
Kuruçeşme and Arnavutköy were removed and entertainment venues 
were built instead. 
•  In Bebek, due to the extension of the coastal road, a part of 
Bebek Park, which has existed as the garden of Bebek Pavilion since the 
Ottoman period, and the baby casino, which is one of the important 
structures of the republic period, have been demolished. 
 
During the Dalan period; 
•  The road between Arnavutköy and Akıntıburnu was built by 
filling the coast and driving piles. In this process, the relationship of 
Arnavutköy mansions with the sea was damaged, and the architectural 
identity of the mansions was also damaged. 
•  In Ortaköy, Kuruçeşme and Arnavutköy city centers, no 
implementation has been made in line with the plan. It is known that 
during the Menderes period, planning in Ortaköy was not implemented 
because it would cause high costs (İstanbul'un kitabı, 1957). Since 
Ortaköy was not intervened in line with the plan, compared to other 
settlements, it preserved its old texture and works. 
It can be said that the plan of 1939 played a major role in making the 
Bosphorus coastal road and its surrounding settlements become today. 
So much so that although this plan was approved in 1939, most of the 
changes foreseen in this plan were implemented in the Menderes period 
and continued to be implemented in the Dalan period in 1988. This plan 
includes one of the first applications of sea fillings, which are being done 
quite often today.  
With the findings obtained, it has been determined that this plan has 
many similarities with the conception of planning that Prost has 
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adopted in other regions of Istanbul. Although Prost did not draw the 
1939 plan, he approved it, and perhaps made the plan decisions himself. 
Considering that there may be other documents such as this document, 
which has not been handled in publications related to Prost because it 
was not drawn by Prost, it is understood that his contribution to the 
planning of Istanbul is more than known. Prost also supported the 
planning of Istanbul with plans such as the 1939 plan, which he guided 
to design. 
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